
Useful Books for 
Primary Teachers 
Teaching Science

Wenham, M. 2005. Understanding Primary Science. 
Ideas, Concepts & Explanations.  

Key reference book for building up teachers' own scientific knowledge. Written with references to how concepts 
could be taught to primary age children. Based on UK Science Curriculum, so a bit more on Forces than is in

required by Irish Science Curriculum. 

Peacock & Sharp, 2017 Primary Science: Knowledge And Understanding 
(Achieving QTS Series) 

UK teachers must achieve Qualified Teacher Status (QTS), demonstrating the knowledge of science required to 
teach. Any QTS Science books will give a grounding for science at Irish Primary Level and highlight key areas 

where people can have misconceptions.  

Turner, Keogh, Naylor & Lawrence It’s not fair – or is it?
A guide to developing children’s ideas through primary science enquiry. Great examples of the different types of 

science investigations, with examples of children’s work.  

Edco 2010  Window on the World Science 
Series of SESE books for all class levels. Teacher resource books also available.

Weavers, G. 2008 Made you look. Made you think. Made you talk (3-7)   
Same series as Look Think Talk but for ideas for younger children. Millgate House Publisher.

Naylor, S & B. Keogh. 2004. Concept Cartoons in Science Education 
 Great book for teachers' own science knowledge as well as for encouraging discussion within class.  Good tool 

to help tease out common misconceptions. Millgate House Publishers. CD ROM also available separately.

Richards Roy 1990. An Early Start to Technology 
Technology in the sense of building things. Simon & Schuster. Available second hand on Amazon. Looks a little 

old fashioned but has really great practical ideas for science and design & make projects.

Allen Michael 2010 Misconceptions in Primary Science  
Great book focusing in on ideas that children can have and how to teach the correct concepts. 

Great for teachers' own science knowledge.

Harlen, W. 2009 The Teaching of Science in Primary Schools  
Fifth edition. David Fulton Publishers.  

Harlen, W. 2006. Teaching, Learning and Assessing Science 5-12.  
Fourth edition. Sage Publications  Really interesting insights into how children learn in science. 

Goldsworthy & Holmes Teach it! Do it! Let’s get to it!  
How direct teaching of science skills helps children to investigate.   
This book has examples of children’s work and gives lovely ideas.

Goldsworthy, A. & R. Feasey. 1997. Making Sense of Primary Science Investigations 
The Association for Science Education. www.ase.org.uk. Revised by Stuart Ball. 94 pp. 


